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The mild, sunny early spring-l-ike days of the past r'reek or two have made ne feel-
that perhaps sprinq.isnrt really*very far away. I expeet werLl get sone more
coId. ueather but it r.riIl more than likeLy be short-livecL and. less serere than we
had earlier. So nor,r is a very eood tfure to start p]-anning next sunme?ts garden,
d.ecid-ing which iris we want to obtain, which crosses wi1L l-ikeIy brine those
beaut ies ure warrt--and. in uany caseg--t,rhere we ca:r borrotr that extra garden sDace
need.ed. t o pLant mo-re of our f avor it es iris .

The next neetine of the [hin City lris Society will be held at the downtowa
f."I.C.A., l,linneapolls, [\rrelfth anil. triicolletron Thursd.ay, February 20, t96\ at
8:00 p.n. There is another outstqnd.ing prosarn for this meeting so d.onrt mlss
itl | 3r:rther d.etails r"ril-} be found in the Presid.entrs letter. We hail a
nond-erful crovrd. for the Jarruary meeting with Mr. Dick Lehman, letls have another
one thls nronth.

During the first month. of prosran planning aranging for conrnittee ehairnan and
nurnerous other business tha.t goes jnto the preparation for a new regime, a
phone call eame one afternoon that struck a d-eep cord. within. It mad.e such an
inpression that I arn poing to reLate it here, althouqh it would take a qualifieil
author and r.rrriter to ad.equately and eloquentl-y express my personal feelings.

A rich, mellor,r voice full- of viEer a:rd. enthusiasm said.: trTe11 ne truthfuLLy--
d.onlt you think o1t[ ti.mber ]-lke ne shouLrl resiqn and. d.rop out of the society, we
cannot d.o things like the young ones, ),:ou are just camying tteatt 'oreiEht?r

I tLo not }:now the author but the folloruing erpresses far more than antr'lrord.s I
couLd. r^rrite: Age is a cluality of rnine--

If you have left ]rour drea.ms behind.,
If hope is 1ost,
If you no longer look ahead,
If your ambitionsr fires are d.ead.--
Then you are o1d..
But if fronr life you take your best,
And lf in Life you keep the jest,

if love you hold--
No uatter 66r+ the years go by,
No matter hor.,r the b'irthd.ays fly,
You are not too old l

llhis alrpLies to aL1 of us--not just n0l-d fimber.rr I.'Ie need. eooil oLtl soLid, seasoned
wood. on which to buiLd., for an orgarrization is as strong as its rneubers. fo
have Seniors in any society is the ereatest compliment paid" to the youneer foLks
tryinq to eo for'.rard--rnrith interestinc prorqrams of gardenins and flor.rers. tfe
sometimes feel so lnadequate to talk on sardening and. some of its problsms, for
these r:nd.erstaldjne ara tolerant people in their golden years already knor.r from



aetuaL experience, what r,{e a?e lea.rning from d.ay-to-d.ay.

Gard.ening ls a reward.ing hobby for a1L ages. It beautifies Burroundings--it is
invigorating, healthful, and pleasurable. It makes ne$ friencls ln the exchange
of plants and. slips. It is srrch a satisfaction although at tines one finds it
hard. to earden with the for:r Crsi tt0hildren, Ohickens, Ca.ts, ild Canines!0

It ruas so sratlfying to see so nany present at the January 15 neeting. 'fe thank
aLl of you for the effort put forth in eetting so marry to attend. fhe ind.ividual
phonine kept it so mueh alive. AIso our very efficient publicity chairnan, Mrs.
Glen Eanson rnrent all out in her coverage of the neetins. I'tine papers carried. the
net.rs art icIe.

Mr. Lehman has r,rritten that he received. the nRed. Carpetfltreatment by our Society.
That r,re are a live organization end. a',ronderful grorep. He enjoyed. being rrith us
and extencl-ed ltThanksfl for the invitation. ALso he wg.s ttspeechlesstt in receiving
a Sirthday Calce. It rvas appreclated. He enjoyed. seeing his oLd frlends and
making new ones.

0n February 20, ',,re 
rri1l asain have another interesting proErajrr. ,A representative

from Northrop }iinq and. Compeny, in the seed. department, rrill talk to us on ilITern,

annuaLs and r'Lorrrers of the Future.lt The questtons and answers rriLl- be about the
pgo+ing of lris cliseases and hor^r to combat then.

'ntre want just as nany and more eardeners to attend. Do it all over aga.in--ca}l
on the telephone, talk to your neighbors, we r,ui11 have newspaper coverage--
invite and invite--. Everyone gr.or'rs annualsr Bveryone is interested. in eutting
flot"rers. It is tinre to start slorr,r germinatinE seed.linels for sprine plantine,

Irast but not Least, we ',rant netr nembers. The tlrive is on. Let us see just hor,,r
many friendls vre can brine into this a].ready proqressive lrls Society.

May all youx days be heal-thfu3-, happy ones.
Sreta Kessenieh
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Abig note of thanks to Ad.ah Anderson for the time and r,rork spent in r.riting
aLl- the nanes on the identlfication tags.
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Dr' Erank E. Halleck one of our outstand.ing nerr members has r.rrritten a nueh need.ed.
and tinely article on Streservation of Tlower and Toliage Xlfe. He spoke on this
subject briefly at our Jarruary meeting. ryhis '^ritten account will help those of
us trho like to have rnrritten accounts r^rs can refer to and. aLL those who d.id not
hear him.

XXTSTD:IID FIO''ITfr. ,AI\TD SOIJITOE LIX'E

Cutting of foliaee and flor+ers for indoor e-ppreeiation is an arputation orocess;
and. trhenever you anputater nou obviousi.y sener off some of the essential Life
processes to maintain the Livlne thtng from'yhat it '^ras in lts natr:ral state.
PLants contain fluid.s '^rhich in nany respects firnetion like blooil and. contatn
essential elements for the existence of the Llvins entity. [he fluide in pl-ants
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a"e varied but essentially all of then contain cLlssoLvecl salts and fooils. Reali-
zlng the fulportance of each segment of a Living plant,"it iS obvious that you
are unable to retain this natural systeu when cuttings are made. At the poiat
of severanee, there r,riII often be fLuid exudations. [hese f].uid.s' flolv out
rapidly in the ease of some kind.s of plants and contain even miLlry antl eumny
materials. It others, there may be a limited apount of exud.ate. Ior those pla.nts
in which there is a very.rapid loss-of the fluid.s from the p1ant, attention nust
be given earLy to them because the loss of fLuid. r,riLl lead to subsequent wiltinpr
of the foliage, flourers, ild even the stens, It is the fIuid that retains the
tr:rgid.ifr or crispness. ' To prevent'the fluid loss, one should. seaL off these
large rressels. In'the case of animals, a clottine mechanism takes care of the
situation in part, Most plants do not have th'is bulLt in protective mechanisn.
To prevent r'riltine and f1uld. 1oss, the severed vessels should. be immediately
sealed off by heat which coagulates the cut ends. Tr'ro procedures can be used.
One is plungine the eut stems into boi1ine rrater rtith the utmost care so that
only a. lmalL por'bion of the cut stem is affected by the heat. The other is
searing the cut ed-ee r,rith an open flane usins either a Ii,qhted. match or cand.Le,
These are drastic trea.tments and rrtl1 not always be met qrith success in the
first or second attempt because you have to be farriliar rutth the particular pLant
itseLf in which you are d.eali.ne, Every plant has its certain characteristics
assoeiated. with it, and some of them are nuch }ess tolerant to these drastic
treatments.

.Another problem associated r.'rith cut plants is tha.t there is a ttme €ap betr+ssn
the tjrne of cuttinq and the tirne the plants are placed. in r.rater. This tine gap
l-eads to the uptake of bubbles of air into the vesse1s. These bubbles of air
can leadl to roeehanical blockaee of the vessels. To '+ard. asainst this, the best
method- is to sever off more of the stem or follage just before putting them lnto
rrrater. 0f course r you are not s.]r.rsJrs sr-:re that the inch or more that you have
cut off r,ras ad€guate to 

"emove 
all those trapped" bubbles, Asain, farnil-iarity

and experience play a role in hoitr much you have to crrt for a particular plant
species. "Iood.y 

plants require more d.rastie treatment such as stem crushing to
provide more exposure of the vesseLs for fluld uptake.

Inother iurportant consid.eration for extend.lnq the life of foliage and. fLor'rers is
the water ia rtrhlch they are pLaced.. '{ater could be guite detrimental to nany
cut plants because if the vessel systems are stiII open, tbere is soins to be an
exchanee of the pLant fluid.s r'rhieh contain saLts and. other dissolved. materials
and. the water r.rhich has LittLe of the inportant elements that plants require.
9o aLleviate this probLenr, the r'rater in 'uhich you pl-ace the cut plants shouLd.
contain supplements for the fIuid. loss as tre1l as life sustenance. Certain salts
should. be present in the r,ra.ter to maintain the prope" turgid.ity. Susars shouldl
be present for food. One more ad.d.itive should bb present in the r'rater; that is
a preserva.tive. ''Xtren you cut p3.ants, J-tke animalsr yorl are exposins them to
infection. The infection in the case of pLants often ls the beginnine of
deterioration and d-ecomposition of the pI-ant. [his process is caused by micro-
organisms that are on the plant itself as 'uel1 as on soil particLes, a.nd. even in
the 'rrater itsel-f. To circunvent the ptro'.rth of the nicroorganisms that r'riI} cause
d.eterioration of the plant, special chemicals should. be present in the water to
inhibit or kilL the microorsanisms. fhe selection of one o? more chemiea.Ls is
not easJr because they nay be more toxic to the plants than to the rricrobes. The
test rellance for the proper additives to'.rater for cut foliase and. flowers is
to utillze a conmercial preparation tn rrrhieh all these factors have been tak-en
into account. There are available a fsru flotder and foliage preservatives trhich
contain all the elements that ha.ve been discussed., llowever, there is no one
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preparation tha.t is the answer ts all the probLeros that you ruiL1 encounter, and.
some of them are better than sthers. There afe Eome, althourh sold- commercially,
r,rhieh have no value at a1L. [estine and- erperience are the best means of jude-
ing which flor,rer or foliage preservative that one shouLd. use.

In summary, r,rhenever plents are cut for their enjoyment, take the tiure to 1oolc
and- see r,rha.t hapt'ini ,^ihen /ou'imake that f irst ,"ot, If there is a larse a,uiount
of fluid. Ioss, ma.ke another eut,and sear the etrd.s, If there is very 1itt1e that
yo1l can $ee, therb 1s no r-edI need. for searing, 'tloody steps should. be crushed.
Above aItrr.pIace.thede cut stems into a solution r,rhich cont'ains a. good. pre.serva-
tive, and you r.ri}1 enJoy your fl-oruers and fol.iage for a lonEer Beriod of iime
and rnaintain them in almost a comparabLe state to that "rhich you earl find in your
eerdens.
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Terraclor--75_ per eent 'trettable Porrrder is soLd" in five pound.baEs for about $f.fO
and Terracl6ll;20 per. cent dust is so1d. in one pound. container,s for about 75
cents. By the percentaEe it seems to me that 11 r'rill take almost four ?ound.s of '

i,he d.ust to.e.qual on'e'pound. of the r,rettabLd por^rd.er.'

Terraclor is a funsicld.e used. to d-estroy soil borne diseases. It r+ilL not kill-
iris borers or iris bore? eggs. The ehemical eompanies mix fungietd.es and insect-
icid-es to make all pr:rpose dusts sueh a.s rose dust or garden d.ust that wil.L
d.estroy plant diseases and" insects but ferraclor is only a funetcide.

Durine the summer, iris rhizomes can become infected. wlth tr,ro d.ifferent kind.s of
rots. One is the smel]y baeteriaL soft Rot that spreads so fast and the other
is a fungus rot calLed. Cror,rn 3-ot. or l4ustard. Sded. Sunsus. Both ar,e soiS- borne
diseases that develop d.r:ring r..ret or humid., hot rrreather. Soth are rLifficult to
brine unC"er control in rainy, r.rret wea.ther as the rain d.iLutes the firngicid.e.

Eo treat these diseases the soil shouLd. be siraped. a'.ray from the sides of the
rhizomes until- they are erposed to the srrn. The:.rot should. all be scraped. but
of the rhizomes d.own to solid. fl"esh, the rot put in a bucket and. removed from
the garden. I hen saturate the leaves, rhizomes d:rd..soiI ruith a so].ution made
rtrith one tabtespoonful" of Terraclor--75 per cent r{ettable Powd,er mixed in one
saIlon of ,,rater. fhis solution can also be ud.ed. to sterilize rhizomes before
pLanting. It may be necessary to treat more than onc.e to bring the disease
under control. At'tJ"mes I'did.nrt bother to mix the solution and dusted. the
rhizomes ',rith ful,I''sirensth 75 per cent Terre.clor rieht out rof ihe bae. That
gotbetterr.esu11ls.thanr'yhentrirsedtheso].ution.

each ofI hope you mernb ers r^rilI t ake the t ime t o



messaqe it brlngs coul0 add. sreatly to your enjoyment of our favorite flor.reri

It has long been a mystery to me hou a person couLd. Love a flo'rrer as mueh
as some d.o the iris and yet be content to never try their hand. at hytri-
d.izin.e. Irm possibly being unfalr to them, but I ha.ve concluded that they
ca:rrt possibfi']-ove the iris as nueh as d.oes the hybridizer. l believe
that the best anal-oEy that can be made to tiris is to compe"re iris seed--
linEs to chil-dren. The normal person loves child.ren and enjoys rratching
them e3onr. 3ut if you are a Barent you:rseLf , Xotr krroru that -your love for
chil-d.ren in general- paLes in conparison to your love for your own chi.ld.ren,

The sane is true r'rith ir ises. 0f eorr.r s e , I loved t.h e ir is bef ore my f irs t
seed.lings blooned.. 3ut the joys, the thrilIs, yes a.nd. even the heart-
aches, vrhich I have experienced since I began hybrid.izine makes me rrrish
that I had bequn this qreat hobby ',rhile yet a sma1l boy.

The roarvelous thins about this hobby is that it real1y d.oesnrt matter hotr
Inany or ho,^r fe"l seedlings you qror,rr, the fun ls stil-I there. ttlhatrs your
favorite iris eolor? Are the irises in this color group as perfect as
you ,trorrl-d. lilie them to be? Probably not. fhen stop a Iittle r'fuiIe next
sprinq when the irises are in bloom and. sive some thoueht to just trhat
it i-s that lreeps your favorite irises from beins perfect. After you have
d.one thts, look around. in your parden or in another garrlen hevine a
colLeetion of the latest introd.uctions and- see if there are irises,
preferably in a. color class elose to that of your favorite iris, r+hich
have or:le or more qua,Lities r'rhich your favorite iris }a.cks. Lf you flntL
such irises, then by all means, make one or more erosses bet',re€[ ,rz6p1'
favorite iris and. the irises havine qrralities your favorite iris laclrs.
3y and large, this is al-I even the nost advanced. hybrid.izer d.oes,

'^Ihen the seeds from your cross are ripe, about two months Iater, qollect
then. Then in October or }lqvsntrer, plant the seed"s about three-fourths
of an inch deep ln a sandy so1L. You may pLant them in a seed bed. nrith
the seed.s almost torrching each other.

In any ca.se, eo ahead- and. plant at l"east one pod- of seed.s. Please d.onrt
plant seeds r,.rhlch result from a cross mad.e by the bees. fhey are not
',rorth your tine and. effort consid.ering hor"r easy it is to uake crosses
for yourself.

S;'dney 3. I{iteheLL told the 191+9 AIS lris Convention: tir0 IRI.S GROI4rER.
ItrIfH IE]-3IOCIMED SiInDXIliiGS Ij'IIliR COlvil{IES SUICIDI j I A person rnrho comnits
suiclde is a. person r..rtthout hope: rftr3 IRIS EIIBRIDIZB IIAS A
OF HOPS:I

article in the Region
llir,qinia, lioreant o$rrr r

GIRNE}; TU}t

I"{a}Be1le ldr ieht

LB lris Bulletln b:r llr, Claud.e
t'l'est lIlr ginia.

I d ontt suspeet any of you of
bett er f or turent ieth century
you try j.t ?

The ab ove excerpt is from an
J . Davis , Univers ity of 'rest

ha.rboring suic ide intent ions but there is nothing
tl j ittersff than a. session with the t','eezers . t'Ion I t
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Mrs. Sakke stilL has only one bloom staLk on the iris she brouEht into the house



for indoor blooninq. She is convinied that the other.rhizomes were not dornant
'."rlien they "rere potted and. that dornancy ie a. prerequ.isite of bloonine. The one
that has a bLoom stalk ls in bloom ytgru r'rlth three blossoms open and one more
bud. She hasnrt Eivea up on'the others as the fol.iage ls strone and healthy,

Ir, Davld. has no bLooro stalks as yet '.i'
..i
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Remember the meeting--February 20, see you thenl ! I
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